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from the inception of mormonism to well into the twentieth
cormons and their beliefs were cartooned
cartoon ed and caricatured
century mormons
unmercifully in the twentieth century reed smoots successful
senatorial candidacy revived the cartoonists interest in mormonism did the ensuing cartoons defuse some of the animosity intensify antipathy or leave mixed effects how did the cartoon
portrayal of mormonism during this period compare with the pre
manifesto representations an analysis of cartoons from puck one
of the most popular and humorous of the illustrated weeklies in

america which overlapped the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
throws some light on these questions
by the opening years of the twentieth century mormonism
was no longer the inflammatory public issue it had been in the
1870s and 1880s the issuance of the manifesto by president wilford woodruff pacified the public ire at least for a while to be
sure the local gentile press viewed the manifesto with skepticism
and mormon gentile tension continued in utah still the manifesto ushered in a period of relative peace sufficient to secure
utahs statehood in 1896 and to quiet to some extent the staccato attacks of the national media that had persisted over the previous half century there were exceptions to this mood of course
the flurry of excitement over the B H roberts case in
1898 1900 the revival of anti mormon propaganda around 1910
and between those dates the senate hearings over the seating of
reed smoot which extended from 1904 to 1907 all of these and
other events in utah provoked news articles editorials and illustrations
trat ions though the popular press was negative enough it did
not generally carry the bitterness of the pre manifesto era it seemed that some of the old venom was spent both roberts and
1
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of psychology at brigham young university
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between 1830 and 1914
B H roberts was elected in 1898 as a representative from utah to serve in the united states
house of representatives however roberts polygamous relations led to his being denied a seat in
congress by a vote of 268 to 50 see
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smoot often appeared as clowns rather than as representatives of a
sinister threatening organization and there was a willingness to
cormons
Mor mons quite different in
spoofing
indulge some mild spooning
spoo fing of the mormons
antl mormonism of the preceding
anti
tone from the most virulent andi
century

2

one of the most valuable examples of the new strain of picto-

cormons is found in puck published in
rial representations of mormons
new york since 1877 53 it had started as a german publication but
within a year was appearing in english henry cuyler bunner produced most of the written commentary and joseph keppler the
founder did many of the lithographs for the weekly until his
death in 1894 what fools these mortals be was the motto
and sharp satire the magazines trademark it was without peer
among the humorous illustrated weeklies of its time although the
san francisco wasp the
judge and life all had their moments
thejudge
pucks earlier representations of mormonism were not always
gentle although it must be said that other religions were also targets in 1877 puck published one of its most popular cartoons irreverently poking fun at brigham youngs death other cartoons
cormons as snakes or black crows in
invidiously symbolized mormons
cormons in turkish cosuncle sams eagles nest and dressed mormons
tumes such satirical cartoons coupled with slashing political and
literary criticism combined to make the magazine popular its circulation
cu lation was nearly 90000 during the nineties not counting the
monthly and quarterly versions that republished the best from
puck As it entered the twentieth century the magazine was well
established and with a different cast of editors and artists it was
ready to take on the foolish mortals of the new century
after the turn of the century and within the four year period
cormons apof the smoot senate hearings fifteen cartoons about mormons
peared in puck ironically although they were doubtless stimulated
by the smoot publicity only one of them dealt directly with
smoot this cartoon the sole exception to the more tolerant if
condescending mood of twentieth century puck towards the mor
mons appeared on 27 april 1904 with joseph keppler jr as the
on

calculated
lated that the image
coculated
loculated
the basis of a content analysis of magazine articles jan shipps has cocu
see from satyr to
sec
sce
of mormonism was still negative during the generation following the manifesto sec
cormons
1860 1960 paper presented at the 1973 meeting
Mor mons 18601960
saint american attitudes toward the mormons
of the organization of american historians she did not however attempt to measure fluctuations
within the period with any precision and her categories did not allow her to recognize treatments
that as we have found though still negative were but mild ridicule rather than biting criticism
sce
sec
see frank L mott A history of american magazines 1865
sec
1885 5 vols cambridge mass
18651885
harvard university press 1938 3520 32
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cartoonist see illustration 1 kepplers
Kepp lers cartoon was closer in spirit to some of the more hostile cartoons of nineteenth century
puck entitled the real objection to smoot it showed the senator being wound up with a key by the larger bearded mormon
hierarchy lurking behind the scenes and draped with polygamy
mountain meadows massacre resistance to federal authority
murder of apostates mormon rebellion and blood atonement
this was not too gentle
more typical of the period however was the spoo
spo
spooning
spoofing
spooring
spoering
oring
fing of a polygamy now seen as more amusing than threatening even though
the cartoonist S ehrhart a prolific contributor to puck was best
known for his caricatures of the apish faced irish immigrant and
the light fingered negro
negro14 144 he was just as comfortable with the
theme of the much married mormon his approach was the same
for all of these minorities whether irish negro or mormon the
unpopular were deftly reduced to unattractive stereotypes his first
of four mormon cartoons during the new century was a full page
color feature on pucks cover for 20 april 1904 see illustration 2
Ehr
ehrharts
harts lighter touch was characteristic of the cartoons about the
mormons which followed in puck
cormons
cartoons about mormonism in puck capitalized on the inevitable complexities introduced by polygamy two main humorous
1
devices were used
special technological inventions for mor
mons and 2 a tongue in cheek analysis of human relations within the social structure of polygamy let us first look at the inventions
mormons was not really a new
inventing special devices for cormons
idea artists of the previous generation had pictured huge multiple baby buggies an automatic bathing and dressing machine for
the seemingly countless mormon children oversized containers of
paregoric for ailing mormon families and even decorative porcelain and bric a brac in the large economy utah size on 21 june
1905 pucks first twentieth century invention for mormonism appeared a very fat mormoncase
Mormon case watch for the utah jewelry
trade see illustration 3 in its closed position it was like other
watches except for its unusual thickness in its open position out
came the portraits of several wives the last of course being the
youngest and most attractive

munell A history of american graphic humor 1865 1938 12 vols
4willi2m murrell
4wllllam
er square publications 1967 2.90
290

new york coop-
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the following year
tions the new age of

saw the conception of three more invenmotor cars led the comic artist louis M

glackens to create for publication the automormon
Auto mormon expressly
designed for family use in utah see illustration 4 A venerable patriarch was at the wheel while behind in seven rows of
seats were enough wives and children to make up a veritable congregation
gregation on the automobiles front was the model name a most
fitting appellation the smoot
even cupid could not be content with the old fashioned bow
and arrow in mormondom instead he now needed a machine
gun see illustration 5 the poor defenseless man is shown being
hit by a whole volley of arrows with a dozen or more women
standing behind the rapid fire weapon what makes this cartoon
interesting is the substitution of the image of anxious mormon females in pursuit for the more usual stereotype of the amorous
mormon male this clever creation appeared 28 march 1906
mormons with new devices continued
the attempt to provide cormons
in the cartoon holding hands in utah
22 august 1906 in
which the bearded husband manipulates a multiple hand apparatus
that reaches out to his various wives see illustration 6 note the
proximity of the younger wives to the contented old gentleman
and the baleful looks of the older more remotely positioned
spouses the allegedly favored status of younger wives was a favorite cartoon theme
the second major strategy of the puck humorists was to concen trate on polygamous human relations the entire sequence of
centrate
courting wedding and honeymoon and the subsequent problems
of marriage were satirically treated pestering mothers in law forgetting anniversaries forgetting family members names caring for
sick children during the night these situations which had long
been exploited in the comic portrayal of marriage and family life
were magnified and given new life by polygamy
two cartoons with courtship themes were published in 1906
the first a full page color cartoon entitled midsummer night
dreams which appeared on 25 july showed various styles of
courtship in different cities see illustration 7 in proper boston
the couples held hands at a proper distance in philadelphia it was
a more tender and closer situation the young mans arm around
his sweetheart in chicago where women were thought to be brazen she was attacking the delighted youth at the divorce colony
in dakota the reno or las vegas of 1906 two couples were
seated side by side with an ingenious switching of spouses salt
510
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lake city not surprisingly completed the varied picture of love
american style by showing the young man being kissed and nuzzled from three sides A few months later another cartoonist albert levering chose a proposal scene portraying a bearded mormon suitor on his knees assuring his prospective bride my dear
there isnt the slightest doubt twelve can live as cheaply as one
courtship of course eventually led to the wedding altar L
M glackens 18 april 1906 used this setting to contrive one of
mormons see ilthe wittiest images in the history of cartooning
cartoon ing cormons
lustration 8 there was striking incongruity between the caption
A quiet wedding in utah there were present only bhe
the immediate families of the bride and groom and the drawing depicting a
capacity crowd filling not only the main floor of a large hall but
the two balconies as well juxtaposing two incompatible thoughts
verbal and visual glackens created what arthur koestler has
called bi sociative shock the essence of humor
if mormon courtship was sometimes idealized by imaginative
mormons redressed
illustrators the images of marriage among the cormons
the imbalance even the honeymoon was beset with problems on
16 may 1906 fred E lewis drew a chagrined newly married mormon couple at the train unexpectedly joined by the husbands other wives who said this makes your fifth wedding trip pa and
as weve only had one apiece we thought wed come along with
you and tootsie wootsie
the mother in law theme was not very original either in gencormons in particular however it was then as now
eral or for mormons
effective material for the humorist ehrhart drew a polygamist husband seated on the porch surrounded by eight attractive happy
wives coming up the walk toward the house are several militant
crotchety older women befitting the mother in law stereotype
dropping the newspaper the daily bigamist in amazement the
husband says
shades of joseph smith what the
in
gentle chorus his wives reply only a surprise for you dearie
our mothers have come to spend a month with us see illustration 9
another old theme was refurbished and returned to action
brigham young had often been the subject of earlier cartoons
poking fun at his supposed inability to recognize one of his wives
or children 6 alexander graham bells telephone by now a stan
5

11

SEler
stier the act of creation new york dell publishing company
koestler
arthur KOC
koe seier
sce
sec harpers weekly 21 february 1857 1 1I
for an early version of this theme see

91 92
pp
ap 9192
am told by an eyewitness of the scene that brigham walking down the street a few days since met a little boy rc
1975
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dard part of american life supplied a new social context for an
old idea the office boy announced your wife wants you on the
phone sir the proverbial mormon seated at his desk and surrounded by pictures of wives numbers one through eight answers
boy how many times must 1I tell you to get the name and number of the person who calls up
see illustration 10 clutter on
the desk and the office floor adds to the negative image
cormons off and on in puck ended
thirty years of illustrating mormons
with the seating of senator reed smoot in 1907 three cartoons
during the last year of the smoot hearings put their final touches
on the mormon image the first published on 9 january 1907
parodied polygamy by having elder studdorse
Studdorse invite a friend to
studhorse
his silver tin and wooden wedding anniversaries within a two
week period see illustration 11
Stud dorse borstudhorse
the surname studdorse
rowed by ehrhart from one of albert leverings earlier cartoons
served as an obvious collective symbol for lust studhorse
to
characterize the stereotyped mormon behavior pattern other mormon names in the cartoons elder muchmore elder heaper
holmes elder holikuss
Hol ikuss mr mormondub
Mormondub obadiah tootsie
Salt lake did not carry the same connotation
wootsie and elder saltlake
of lust but did help to turn their subjects into figures of ridicule
similar motives were responsible for the labeling of other minority
groups eg rastus aunt Jer
nima and sambo 7
jemima
on 13 march 1907 J S pughe presented a heavyset
heavy set cane in
hand apologetic mormon male at the door of wife no 5 at 1130
Obadia hs explanation for coming
pm only in utah would obadiahs
home so late be plausible
whooping cough measles teething
mumps and twins the final cartoon inspired by the forthcoming halloween celebration appeared on 23 october 1907 with
the help of halloween folklore gordon grant the artist saw another chance to make light of polygamy on the halloween
night if one holds up a candle and looks in a mirror the face of
ones future husband or wife will be seen 8 sure enough an eager
turning from the mountainside with a few cows which he had been herding struck with something in his appearance the prophet stopped and called out here sonny tell me now whose son
are the little curly headed urchin answered ma tells me im brother youngs son but you
you arc
ought to know who I1 am the seer knew not his own child
palmore
sec E B pai
Pal
morc ethnophaulisms and ethnocentrism
american journal of sociology 67 oan
uan
january 1962442 45 and wilmoth A carter nicknames and minority groups phylon 5 third

quarter 194424145
1944241

45

several other variations of this theme were part of the folklore of the day for example if you
stand in front of a2 mirror at twelve oclock on halloween the man you arc
are to marry will look over
your left shoulder wayland hand cd north carolina folklore 7 vols durham north carolina
duke university press 1961 6599
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mormon male with candle in hand stood in front of a mirror full
cormons
of attractive youthful female faces the cartooning
cartoon ing of mormons
in puck ended on a familiar theme
what were the overall effects of mischievous puck were
mormon gentile tensions increased or was there evidence of accomdation based in part on a comparative analysis of cartoons in
modation
mo
nineteenth century puck we believe that the effects of puck were
mixed on the one hand there is evidence of a reduction in tension and a guarded accommodation on the other hand there are
also elements of apprehension even hostility as popularly held
stereotypes were distilled in picture form by cartoonists of national
stature let us first look at the evidence in favor of accomdation
modation
mo
mormons were on the
twentieth century puck cartoons of cormons
whole less polemical less serious and less personal than those of
the preceding generation with the one exception already noted
there was little advocacy of political or social action against the
mormons
cormons
Mor
mons rather than treating the specifics of the smoot case
these cartoonists were content to deal with the generalized
though mythical mormon this was a significant departure from
the explicit support found in many earlier puck illustrations for
mormons
legislative executive and judicial sanctions against the cormons
Mor mons
light hearted spirit of the twentieth century cartoons
if the more lighthearted
was not necessarily a manifestation of outright goodwill neither
was it as heavy as the humor of the past which had emphasized
mormons
some of the more destructive elements of the image of cormons
the subversive hostile autocratic and lascivious mormon other
of these older stereotypes were perpetuated though as
components ot
mormons were more laughable
a rule not nearly so blatantly cormons
more harmless the mormon as buffoon was at least to some degree more socially assimilable than the mormon as destroying angel or danite only one personalized pictorial attack appeared in
the pages of the puck of the new century see illustration 1 as
opposed to several instances in the previous century A reduction
in the number of polemical serious and personalized cartoons in
twentieth century puck combined with the disappearance in puck
of cartoons with mormon themes after the seating of smoot provide some evidence for accommodative concessions by the national
press 9
i
nonhostilc cartoons may have inhibited some agrelatively
that relan
vly nonhostile
cormons
Mormons some contemporary empirical evidence supports the general idea see
gression
gres sion against the mormons
nhibi
naibi 6 ng influence of nonhostile humor
robert A baron and rodney L ball the aggression Iinhibiting

there

is also some possibility

1
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but it would be a mistake to consider the new centurys
cent urys
cormons in puck as innocuous koestler has
rica ture of the mormons
ricature

care-

minded us that among the indispensable characteristics of most
an impulse however faint of aggression or apprehumor is
hension which may be manifested in the guise of malice derision the veiled cruelty of condescension or merely as an absence
of sympathy with the victim of the joke 10 inherent in the comic
cormons was a mood of condescension humor contreatment of mormons
cormons apart as a distinct cultural some even sugtinued to set mormons
gested racial species such a difference has been the major pretext
for prejudice from the beginning of time to be sure humor
dressed the hostility in culturally acceptable clothing protecting
the creator and the consumer from charges of malicious intent
but what was thought by many to be benign humor as in the
was accase of the sambo and minstrel images portraying blacks
cormons for
tually profound tragedy if the cost exacted from mormons
being so pictured was not so great as for blacks the dynamics
were the same
even when the motives of the illustrator were essentially benevolent
ev
olent the reader would normally extract meaning from the cartoon consistent with his values and experience now most peoples
mormons had been slight but for several
direct experience with cormons
decades they had been bombarded by anti mormon images conditioning them in a tradition of stereotypic thinking for most
cormons or morpeople complex categories of thought about mormons
monism simply were not available and the cartoon emphasis on
cultural peculiarity did not require complex thinking or subtle differentiation they could be and doubtless were read according to
cormons
Mor mons
the existing simplistic and distorted images of mormons
pucks twentieth century influence was thus a curious mixture
of gradual accommodation and the perpetuation of some time
mormons
Mor mons puck amused and entertained
honored stereotypes of cormons
thousands in its time although some of the humor was first rate
cormons
and brought pleasure even to some mormons
Mormons it also brought disgust and pain mischievous puck was just that mischievous

197423 of

siai
sial

course
33
197412333
of experimental social psychology 10 january 1974123
19742333
197425
exceptions to 2a more accommodative humor especially at the local level

journal

there were significant

the salt lake tribune

was

as polemical serious and personalized as ever it was easier then as now to be benevolent at a distance
tanct one must also remember the other side of the coin A chosen people is probably inspiring
with
ttith wallace stegner
for the chosen to live among it is not so comfortable for outsiders to live etith
of zion new york mcgraw hill 1971 p 24
the gathering ofzion
wkoestlcr the act of creation p 52
kocstlcr
cf joseph boskin sambo the national jester in the popular culture in gary B nash and
ed the great fear race in the mind of america new york holt rinchart
rinehart and
richard welss
weiss cd

winston 1970

pp
ap 165 85
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